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A  N E W  F O L K
M U S I C A L

" In  the Midst  of  P lenty"  is  a new work of
histor ical  drama set in  1847,  at  the
height of  I re land's  Great Famine.
Featur ing an or ig inal  score of
contemporary acoust ic fo lk  music
performed by a cast  of  profess ional
actors  and a l ive fo lk  band,  i t  te l ls  the
story of  Br idget Connor ,  a tenant on
the Strokestown estate,  as she
struggles to protect her  fami ly  f rom the
forces of  starvat ion,  ev ict ion,  and
emigrat ion.

T H E  G R E A T  F A M I N E
Set against  the backdrop of the plot
to assass inate Major  Denis  Mahon,  the
landlord of  the Strokestown estate,  the
piece grapples with h istory 's
unanswerable quest ions:  what do
fr iendship,  betrayal ,  forgiveness ,  and
redemption mean for  those who make
heartbreaking choices so that they
may protect thei r  own? What would
you sacr i f ice for  the sake of those you
love the most?



C O N N E C T I N G  W I T H  A U D I E N C E S
Enchanted Croí  Theatre was awarded funding from the Roscommon County
Counci l ' s  Local  L ive Performance Programming Scheme to stage " In the Midst
of P lenty"  in  the National  Famine Museum at Strokestown Park in  June 2022.  
The show sold out al l  300 t ickets ,  and was immediately  awarded another round
of funding from the Roscommon County Counci l .  I t  went on to sel l  out  both
nights of  performances (400 t ickets)  in  the Roscommon Arts Centre in
September 2022. Recognized for  sens i t ive ly  ref lect ing the res i l ience of so
many I r i sh fami l ies and members of  the global  I r i sh diaspora,  the show has seen
great demand for  a tour  across I re land.  

A  L O V E  L E T T E R  T O  I R I S H  H I S T O R Y
The show's  wr i ter/composer ,  Amy Day ,  and the show's  di rector ,  Anne-Marie
O'Sul l ivan ,  col laborate out of  a shared pass ion for  the Strokestown story and a
mutual  bel ief  that theatre should be used to i l luminate some of h istory 's  most
compel l ing moments.  Wr i t ten under the guidance of a leading Famine histor ian
and incubated on the grounds of the  National  Famine Museum ,  the show's
plot ,  music ,  d ia logue,  sets ,  costumes,  and props ref lect  a thoughtfu l  use of  the
histor ical  record,  breathing new l i fe into t reasured mater ia ls .  Above,  secret
society organizer  Andrew Connor ,  thought to be the mastermind of the Mahon
assass inat ion,  holds h is  gun;  the Cloonahee pet i t ion can be seen hanging from
its  bore.



W H A T  A U D I E N C E S  A R E  S A Y I N G



The band performing behind the scrim in the Roscommon Arts Centre
Below left: composer Amy Day

L I V E  F O L K  B A N D
Under the music di rect ion of
composer Amy Day,  the show's  music
is  performed on stage by a l ive fo lk
band consist ing of  renowned trad
f iddler  Nei l  F i tzGibbon,  acclaimed
folk  art ist  Grainne Hunt ,  drummer
Jules Stewart ,  and Amy Day.  

A C O U S T I C  
F O L K  S C O R E

The show features 16 contemporary
folk  songs and a ser ies of  recurr ing
melodic themes that are woven
throughout the performance.  The
music was composed exclus ively  for
" In  the Midst  of  P lenty ,"  ampl i fy ing
the emotional  express ion of  the
characters  on stage.  



M E A N I N G F U L  D E S I G N
Director  Anne-Marie O'Sul l ivan  pays
part icular  attent ion to archival
mater ia l  in  the show's  costumes,  sets ,
and props.  Below, the sketch of  the
costume designed for  Mary Duffy
features an i l lust rat ion of  a bl ighted
potato plant ,  and the f i rst  pair  of
shoes Mary owned in many years.  

A R C H I V E S  A L I V E
Mary ’s  shawl bears the names of the 1490
emigrants  forced to leave Strokestown by
foot to board the infamous coffin ships
across the At lant ic.  The drawn shoes,
below, are bound in an image of the route
they walked to Dubl in ,  memorial ized today
as the National  Famine Way.  Through i ts
"Archives Al ive" project ,  Enchanted Croí
merges h istory  and theatre.



H I S T O R I C A L
C O S T U M I N G

Below, Denis  Mahon is  seen wear ing a
top hat that is  decoupaged with many
of the Roscommon's  Relief  Committee
documents ,  and a waistcoat made up
of pet i t ions sent to h im by h is
suffer ing tenantry ,  begging for  mercy.
At r ight ,  the red seals  on these
documents become bul let  wounds,  as
his  gr iev ing widow holds up the
garment and cr ies out  in  real izat ion of
what her  fami ly  has become.

E X P L O R I N G  P O W E R
A N D  P R I V I L E G E

Henr ietta Mahon,  the wife of  the
landlord,  i s  seen above in a dress that
bears the imagery of  the Br i t ish
empire.  Below are her  letters ,  found
in the Strokestown archive,  which
offer  ins ight  into her  character  and
her pr ior i t ies .  Designed by Anne-
Marie O'Sul l ivan,  Enchanted Croí
Theatre works with sk i l led Roscommon
art ists  to create garments infused
with meaning.  



contact us: enchantedcroitheatre@gmail.com
listen and watch:  www.inthemidstofplenty.com

A B O U T  U S

Enchanted Croí Theatre is a rapidly-growing, women-led

professional theatre company founded in 2019 by Anne-Marie

O’Sullivan, located in Strokestown, Co Roscommon. We create a

range of theatrical productions, including musicals, site-specific

theatre, and digital theatre. We are a major provider of theatre

education and workshop facilitation in schools and educational

centres, and a trusted event supplier for the National Famine

Museum at Strokestown Park and the Irish Heritage Trust.


